


Oyez, Oyez, Oyez!

One of my favorite amusements, as a chitd, was attending count.
a yean Ain owr county, and the sessions drew

Court was held three times
an adudience that comprised most of the able bodied people forn mikes
around. Farmers came to town in the moaning, bringing their wives and children
with them, and spent the day. Theirn buying, and sefling, and trading were
Lned ‘vities of cowrt week. T can nemember our
casual cousins

{rom Greenbank and the Levels.
the devotees. Everwjone

A bell in the tower of the Cournthouse summoned
Even the dogs made a point of being present. A waten spaniel, belonging
of that bell, whether his family
he hwuviied Zo the Couwrtroom.
were moved to the

ed memben of the

came.
20 a fniend 0f mine, answered every tolling

wnet ox not. Whenever the Counthouse bell rang,
He even attended Teachern's INstitute until those meetings

’:vih School. He finally came to be Looked upon as an honon
No wonder Count was an integral part of my Life, and the Life of my griends:
Our mm wene Lawyens; oun uncles, clerks; and our sisiers, stenoghaphens.
 Ouwr houses wene grouped around the CowrtHouse. We were 80 close to that
- building and the adjacent jail that oun vod ted easily from one to the other
i i0y. An ofd man who had worked for us was,
incancenated because of his fondness for corn LiquoX. His cnies
window were audible, and usually efficacious. "Oh Lond, Oh
My father and the

; —"—'-*'t‘! " : j '
wail." Come and get me out of this place.”
wo hath nmaiiniont im RiPPVA mind. - onfu mu father was a more present



ey 4P An old man who had worked fon us was

Sometimes :kw?auud too eaddly. ] ‘ ,
ause of his gondness for corn Liquon. His cries
"Oh Lond, Oh

§requently imcancerated bec
gnom the yadl wondow were audible, and usually efficacious.
§ this place."” My father and the

loow ® Mo would wadil.” Come and get me outl 0
Lond wore both ommiscient in BLL's mind, - only my fathern was a more phresent
help, simee ke invariably bailed BiLL out, and the Lond, seemingly, never paid

muck allemtion Lo ham,

We wsed to bet on the outcome of thetrials, and argue over our gathens'
p owers. Each believed hen gather fo be monre eLoquent and more persuasive
the others. Sinmce they were often opposed, defending and prosecuting, we were ot
war, foo. One of my good §riends and I battled over a murden case for years. And
fhis day 1 don't care whether the man was acquited or noi, 1 stilL believe

he killed his wife!
enches provided forn the

When we went fo court we did not 8it back in the b
on lookers. No sin, we sat up front with the Lawyerns. We were a pant of the Court
Women, Children and dogs, all cluttenred up the barn. We wenre pretty well behaved,
on the whole, quiet and attentive; but not &0 the dogs. Oun Tackel, and Mr.
HiLL's Rowdy did not care forn each other. They were both Ainedales, somewhal
ontant point 4in a case

elderly and set in thein ways. 1In the midst of an Lmp

they were Likely to stant growling and stakk, 8Liff - Legged, around each

other. Sometimes the fight could be averted, but occassionally there was an

added attraction in the Court Room - an honest to goodness dog fight. I& was
ntinuity of a

unfortunate, of counse, when these Little disturbances broke the co
at the fudge threatened fo fine my

ik, 1% was after one such fracas th

fathen and Mn. HILL fon contempt of couwrt if they brought those damn dogs

the Countroom again. Poon Tackef! he had to be tied upon court days, thereagtenr.
12 nearly broke his heant.
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Arson, Larceny, and mansfaughter were a part 04 my vocabularny when T v
d the procedune of the courtroom and Tnied cases

still a baby. We gollowe
ey were never very successful, howevern, bec

ourselves. Th L 4o we could not
{ind, in our number, an impartial fudge. %

We were all secnetly desirous of being called as witnesses. Once my
hopes were almost nealized. A man broke info our house one night and was
about fo set our house on fire when my sisten sunprised him. When he was
tried 1 felt centain T would at Last neceive the coveted summons. 1 was the

envy of my f§riends. But the trnial was carrnied on, and a conviction Aecured,
I was insulted; and besides my chinchilla coat, ¢

without my assistance. '
variety of clothe, don't misunderstand me, which had been soaked with
kenosene by the defendant, was kept in that condition as exhibif A, to be .| w
fo the jury; and the kerosene smell never did come ouf.

Since our town had no movies and few plays, the cowrtroom took the place
0f the theatre with us. When the curtain nose on an exciting trniak we wout”
be in our box seats, the chains to the night of the Judge. Those were out
usual places, although durning one June tenm 1 sat on the open window right
beside the fury box. What a week that was; 1 was almost on the Juny! We
in oun seats straight trhough the performance until noon necess. Then we
 home 2o dinmn 1 and hearnd oun fathens' comments on the moanings events. Uk
 the agternoon session convened we ained oun fathens’ opinions with the

~ aplomb of veteran jurists. We weighed the evidence presented uwfh tﬂﬂjg iﬁeh

donnos aAaund ma Adarldad #lia ~nntat DPDawen balawa +hao Lanoman 0
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enaan, :
erosene smell never did come ouf.

no movies and few plays, the courtroom took the place

When the cuntain hose on an exciting trial we would
Those wene oun

kerosene by the def
to the jury; and the k
Since our town had

of the theatre with us. 1
be <n our box seats, the chains to the night of the Judge.
usual places, although during one June tenm 1 sat on the open window right

beside the jury box. What a week that was; 1 was almost on the Juny! We n
ht trhough the perfommance until noon recess. Then we . -

in our seats sthadg

home Zo dinnr n and heard our fatherns' comments on The mornings events. W
the afternoon session convened we aired our fathens' opinions with the

aplomb 0f veteran furists. We weighed the evidence presented with inginite -
and patience; and we decided the cases Long before the foreman of the Jury ha
hand ed his Lettle sLip of paper to the clerk. The outcome of a trial held
for us the same fascination that a football score hofds for a modern chile.
Zense houns of waiting for the verdict are as neal to us, even yet, as the

in my sfocking foday.
0f counse, 4t might be supposed that our consiant attendance 4in a cowrl w

result in some damage to our characten. Not so, the judge and the court, n
doubt flattened by our frank admiration and negulan attendance, kept a stric
wateh upon owr morals. Whenever there was anything of a questionable nature
fo be introducted into the evidence the judge woufd make his announcement.

ALL Radies and childnen must Leave the courtroom." And Annie Lange, the Lt )
hussy, was always the §inst to depant!




Music - and the Chatd

I spent my childhood and ghew up 4in a small town. That phrase, ghew up,
didn't fool around with inches, 1 gnew by

is Literally thue, for when 1 ghew I
d a mature height which 45 stilk negarnded as
ed to my m sicak Lige, especially

the yard, and §inally attaine
phenomenal; and which <4 not altogethen unrelat

the recitals.
oies was regarnded as a Lady unfess

In that age and Zown no female of the spe
she had taken, on was taking, music Lessons. By music Lessons we meant pAano
fessons. The other musical Ainsthuments were sublimely disnegarded. My mothex,
of counse, was determined that my social attainments should compare gavorably
with my §riends’'. She was even ambitiouws forn me. Once she told me that her joy
would bnow no bounds if someday T could take cousin Grace's place at the
Presbyterian Church and play §or services!

The question of ability, or talent, on inclination did not entern 4into con-
sidenation. Te the 50Ciclly 0f the town music Lessons were in the same category
with spelling Lessons. They were a necess ant of every young gils thaining.
To me, they wene in the same class with caloded. Onty, instead of taking them twice
a year, 1 had a dose twice a week. The onty time 1 Laid a finger on '
was during my hal§ hour Lessons. 1 did not practice; when my mothen mentioned
the piano, 1 took to the tree tops.

As the yeans go past 1 grow more and more contain that there is no mudic An
my soul. My Aunt Ethel once told me 0f a nelative of hers who said that he
bnew two tunes, one was Yankee Doodle and one wasn't. I'm not quite in that
ofass. 1 do know the "Stan Spangled Banner” when 1 hean it, and usuakly, Af the
melody is not too obscure 1 can necognize some of the cuwrent popular music. T§
I hearn a piece of music about fifty times 1 can sing it. 0f counse, 1 provide
and 1 don't even know what "key"

variations noi included in the oniginal score,
il e B FEN JOSEEEN, § TSP Y. T YN ) T am (Le.Ol‘le.-
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L4 houn Lessons. 1 did not practice; wrer my
to the tree tops.

A yumn, 7 TERE W™
was during my ha
(‘1(‘ ,!"H.‘I!‘u‘, i (‘1l"\"

As the years go past T ¢ y
d me of a relative of h _ '
I'm not quite An that

my soul. My Aunt Ethel once tol
bnewe Ouo tunes, one was Yankee Doodte and one wasn't. _
olass. 1 de know the "Star Spangled Banner” when 1 hean it, and wsuakly, At the
I can recognize some 0f the cwurent populat MUSAC. 14
( 04 cowwse, 1 provide

melody <8 noi too obscure
I hear a piece of music about
variations not included in the onig
means; but 1 can entertain myself when 1 am sure 1 am afone.

Every Tuesday and every

music Lessons forn AAx years. 2
Friday 1 dragged my music noll and my neluctant feet to Miss Shugho's studio,
and endured a half hour of torture. Miss Shugho counted time while 1 played.
[ mever played more than a few barns until 1 would make a mistake and have fo stant
over again. As a result, 1 wsually achieved a mechanical knowtedge 06 the fownl
part of the exencises, but 1 never hnew anything about the ending. 1 would cavy
a sheet of music about with me until it §inally wore out and went to pieces, but
I never knew the Last Lines.

gethen and told ub she

Miss Shugro once called her entire music class 1o '
at the end of the year fon oxcellence An omuw work.

had decided to give prizes
wld win a prize if she onky tried. We were akl
e practice. This

She was sure that each of us co
gifts all we needed was a LAttL
wal way and finally

taleonted, and with our natuwul
on did not bother me at atl. 1 went my U3
One of my griends told me that

speciak dispensats
spring, and the end 0f the musical year, arived.
each of us was going to receive a prize. To say that 1 was surprised As not
To save my soul T could not think
1 gave 4L up,

adequate. My curiosly knew no bounds.
of musical excellence of mine that would merit a prizes
ant Lady.

any
if Miss Shugno could think of a prize fon me, she was an exceedingly sm

figty times 1 can sing AL.
inal scone, and 1 don't even know what "key"

Neveatheless, 1 took

|, Sl

Bt -



Prize day came, and 1 recedved a prize gon always being on time forn my Lessons!

The part of my musical education I hated most, the function that, to me,
On this supenb

wzs an agony almost beyond endurance, was the yearly necital.
occassion the town came to the Opera House en masse Lo hearn us play.

An Opera House 4in a town of Less than two thousand inhabitants is a
The title, however, 45 not in any way, related to fact,

distinet anachrondism.
. but, since the gentleman who built the edifice thus gancifully dubbed it, if w13
always the "Opera House" to wus. Now it houses some several chevrolets and
sderves as a garage, but it 48 stULL the Opera House. AL different stages in
L8 caneer it served in vardied capacities. Oniginally stock companies pergorme.’
there, and amateurn theatrnicals were prodeced upon its stage. It was in the coiuv
0f a rehearnsal forn the "Pied Piper of Hamelin," to which T was Lending my
incomparable histrionic ability in the part of a big grey nrat, that 1 saw in t:o
shadow of the wings, a gentleman kiss a young Lady. Fon yeans 1 waited for i cin
Basketball games were play:.

surely fonth coming maviage. 1 am 8L waiting!
there; the Amusu Theatne presented "The Diamond From the Sky" and "The Tron
eawlien day, within its pontals. Forn a seaso.

Claw," those wonthy serials of an

4L became a shating nink. When the Presbyterian Church was being nebwilt our
dervices wene held there and unforntunately, duning the church era the sigus of t
, ceuptotions st decorated the building. A cousin of mine §rom New
York, accompanied my mother to chunch there oné Sunday morning. Being possesse
mad and devilish sense of humon he had to be Led, choking, grom the "churc
"No neversing,"

of a
upon whose walls he had read, "Don't spit on the FLoon."
" "No skidding on the comnens." "No Duunks ALLowed"! iy

|  Twenty Cents an Houns,
mm 40 embarrassed 1 doubt if she has ever forgiven him.
VWL hecitak, the musical event of the year, became a part of the enter. imnt
ed in the winss whsse % 2124880 in oun best and scaned to death,
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services were held there and unfortunately, during the clruymh era the sigus 0f it
A cousin of mine from New

omwer occuptations sLLL decorated the building. :
gau, accompandied my mother to church there one Sunday morning. Being posses o
nom the "chy -

of @ mad and devilish sense of humon he had to be Led, choking, 4
upon whose walls he had read, "Don't spit on the Floon." "No nevensing, "
Twenly Cents an Hours," "No skidding on the cornens." "No Dmunks ALLowed" | My
mother was so embarrassed 1 doubt <if she has ever forgiven him.

Qur recital, the musical event of the year, became a pant of the entents.
proveded at the Opera House. We, dressed in our best and scared fo death,
Shcvered in the wings while our fond and doting parents waited out gront {on
fheir prodigies to perform. The yearly progham was awvuanged acconding fo at il +
fhe begimners appearing finst and the mone skilled playerns coming, by way of cii
af the end. Needless to say, 1 was always one of the firnst pernformens of &2
evening. Even when my contemporaries were presenting the ghand finale, 1,

§fering an agony of shyness, stumbled across the stag . aic
a class o

overgrown, awkward, su
"Tha La ka La." As the second on the progham in
I §4ind 1 cannot speak !

played my Little
Am:ty.add. Those necitals did something o my souw .
Lhem with Levity; they Left a permanent scar.

yeans, and several ruitless nebellious at home.

Finally, agten six Long
I Zook matters into my own hands. When I was excused from the school room 1o
90 Zo the studio, 1 Left the schoolroom but, 1 nevern did reach my destinaticn.
nead. When T was f§inally discovered, and

I woutd hide for half an hour and
Life came to an abrupt but Limely end, 1 was found behind the

the music in my
Episcopal Chunch reading "The Cald of the Wild!"




enni.auy, the fighting breaks out,
_the wuo- ‘Ald, now in the jury room.
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Pasteurized

For the 1ast§fwenty years a battle has been ragiﬁg in Mar-
I don't meén that we inhabitants have been in a state

linton.
we nave enjoyed perlods of comparative

of siege all that time.
nths, when the pkirmishing

gquiet, usually during the winter mo

died down; but we have always known that perm
The question involved is of grealt magn
e citizens are pariisan and intolerant;

n to mellow with age.

anent peace could
never be ours. itude and
the issue is vital' th

neither nida haa ghown any dispositio
now at a bridge party, now ak

Laides grow 1nsu1t1ng.

Eentlanan angry, children belligerent. Every year & voto is

- d -
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the citizens are pariisan and intolerant;

pPer-

never be ourse.

the issue is vital;
s shown any disposition to mellow with age.

neither side ha
now at a tridge party, now ak

ennially, the fighting breaks out,

the Lgdles'aid, pow in the jury room. Laides grow insulting,

ohildren belligerent. Every year a vote ia

gentlemen angry,

taken, an official vote, in a regular election, and the outcome

-Cows are allowed to walk the streets of

is always the same;

¥arlinton unaccompanied. The county paper carries the headline,

*Cows Win Againi®

The tomn is divided; religion, politics and scandal take

a back seat when the Cow question comes Upe Mrs., Martin is the

: leader of the anti-cow party, and Mr. Snow heads the pro-Ccow
:Eniéigngagt;pn. These oogmaﬁders are unforgiving, and uncompromising.
: Snow haven't spoken for years. That is, they

Mrs. Martin and Mr.
g on the burning

haven't spoken to each other; their loguaciousnes

=g

h" A
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page 2. Pasteurised

guestion, in other circles, increaces daily., And theilr methcd

of proselyting are not always above reproach, Mrs, Alton, an

.
Anti-dow of several years standing, was heard volcing deg;dell*
Her surpfised neighbors inves:i-

‘pro-cow sentiments, recently.
Lhe

gated and the awful truth was revealed.

recipient of several gifts of cream from Mr. Snowl |
Katurally, they

Mrs. Alton had beer

The Pros, of course, are the Cow OWNers.
want their anlnal to eat grass, and the oniy grazing land in

-__" L2
e ﬁh lituatl.en. The cows not only grazo on the va ant

0 &n the gardens and yards and shrubbery of ti 3
in spite of the fact that high ploket Iemced



sant their animale TO eav grass, Ena vne oniy grazing land in
the valley is along the alde-walka‘and*gn:'the vacant lote of (1.
tosn. The Antis, however, oomplain that therein lies the poin:
of the -hole situation, The cows not only graze on the vacsa,
lots, but also in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of the
citizens; and this, in spite of the fact that high plcket fen.:p
surround their pIOpertY.. Gates are sometimes left open by car:-
less people, and the indictment has been made, too, that Be' ernl
cows have opened gates themselves, FEach time a resident ar s
in the morning and finds his spinach devoured, the Antis gain
convert, and the fighting breaks out afresh,

A rolative of ours from the oity came to vlsit us one guw ¢r,

Ono night be played brldgo until past mldnight with ome frier

gvit doln the street., When he started home the town «‘ was dark, ..r

:;,; town light company, assuming that all good citizens were at hone




1*1193801003. orcaturoe who prefer peace at any pT

lI‘ . .

Pare 3. gaotaurlued

cut off all the street lights

and safe in their beds by midnight,
after that late

who might be gbroad

at twelve o'clock., ANy people
and glad to return home,

hour, should be ashamed of themselves,
At any rate the

AB he orept along the
11ve11

young man atarted

unseen under cover of darknecs.
fences.

fell over a formidable and
amé aroused the town.

£ elther

home, feeling his way along the
courthouse walk he stumbled and

object, a suddenly awakened COWe
ever been a zealous gupportier ©

1 am one of those horrid,

His scre

1, myself, have n

p-rty. I have tried to remain neutral.
jce, But if I

en't owned &

Although we hav

anvthine. T guess I am & Pro.
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1 have tried to remaln neuvradtl.

areatures who prefer peace at any price,
Although we haven't owned a
Il

party.
epinelees,
am anything, I guess I am a pro.

cow for many years I recollect a

But 1if I

delightful parade of my youth,

¥y father led the procession, carrying the milk bucket; I followed,

close upon his heels; Tackle, our lame Alirecale dog, came next;

and my two cats brought up the rear. we msrched, morning and even-

ing from our house to the barn. Ve all superintended the milking,

and upon our return to the houee agsisted in the consumption of

the milk, Our ritual never varled. The three bowls on the baok

porch and one in the kitchen were filled and emptled twice a day.
Cne summer, after I had been absent for the better part of
a year, I casually remarked thet the island in the ‘bend of the

creek was a piotnresque spot; the cows grazing there lent an

;'r!m'Phero of rural peace rarely found in a town the size of
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page 8, pasteurized
Marlinton. I realized my misiake before the words were out of
my mouth. The two Antis, who were in the car with me, close

friends of ¢1na from childhood, have been Fﬁxicedbly cool ever"
t lightened when I

r‘
gince, The situation, already- tense, was No

had to stop the car at the next corner and walt while a cow took

her leisurely way across the sireei,

Even when I am absent I ar kept informed as o developmenis
The latest bulletin from the fron€ carries surprising news. The

cows themselves have taken up the 1ssue nOwW. Heretofore they have

~ shown little interest in the affitr. remaining calm and placid

and uneonoerned. But the oonstant bickering is beglﬁnlng to tell

The oows are finally realizing that their gar-famed contentment

is threatened, They have taken steps. Mr. Barnell's Daisy,

wilfully end with malice aforethought, on Tuesday last, had a

calf in Mrs. Martin's front yq*dl




